
 

EWB visited the working sites of the GAPA project in Burkina Faso to participate in Joint Council 

and to check the status of projects on the micro-credit program, technology education and 

literacy education. Ki-seok KIM, President of EWB, Manager Soo-jung PARK, Coordinator sang-soo 

Lee have since departed with Kyungsung University Prof. Hee-bok Kim. The current EWB 

Coordinator in Burkina Faso, Da-young Lee and the coordinator of APENF, Yonaba, worked 

together and assisted in the visits to the villages as well. 

 

On July 9, they visited Boussé village where a recipe for peanut cookies had been part of a 

technology education exercise. Christine Ouedraogo, who is one of the beneficiaries in this village, 

said that she was trained in soap making, beekeeping, farming etc. and now is being trained in 

how to make peanut cookies. She is also earning an income through the micro-credit program. 

One unique thing is that men have shown a lot of interest in these projects and apply themselves 

actively. Pipi who is one such man in this village, mentioned that this has a positive effect as his 

mother and his wife were beneficiaries and have learnt much. He said that if he gets the 

opportunity, he would like to learn more about farming. After interviews, everyone watched a play 

performance. The play compared those husbands who support woman’s activities actively with 

those who do not. The entire village watched this play. The EWB team also conducted an 

evaluation of the raising of lambs and goats through the micro-credit program as a part of the 

GAPA Project. CPAF sponsored construction is also progressing smoothly. 

 

The next day, the team visited Saaba village which is implementing technology education. In this 

area, the people gathered and had finished preparations to welcome a group of visitors. Sweet 

young friends danced and sang excitedly at the visit of EWB and expressed their delight. During 

the interview, someone recommended tasting some beer made with a local beer recipe. It tasted 

like tea and was thick and tart. The beneficiary, Kabore, is farming pigs through the micro-credit 

program; and he expressed concern about dying of pigs. If there a more pigsties to construct, it 

costs a great deal of money. Because pigs are raised in the same pigsty, there has been a major 

problem in raising pigs. The visitors visited one of the houses of the beneficiaries; and the 

beneficiary were amused to show the stored goods for sale purchased through the micro-credit 

program, as well as the goods she had made by herself through the technology education she 

had received. 
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On July 11, they headed to Leo which is 3 hours from Ouagadougou. In the afternoon, they 

visited Worou village. In this area, income levels for lamb farming are increasing and soap recipe 

education through micro-credit program is underway. In an interview, local residents said that 

they were able to create income through technology education and especially expressed thanks 

for not having to sleep on the ground any more with the help of linoleum making technology. 

Visitors have implemented interviews with the local operator Diallo, play staff and literacy 

education teachers. According to this interview, the womens’ own consciousness and way of life 

were changed greatly after the literacy education. At first, they just did as they were told but 

gradually, they learned how to think more critically and engaged in active communication with 

each other. 

 

Also through the play, through the messages regarding the advantages of literacy education, AIDA 

and early marriage, the interviewees understood the benefits of the literacy program, and they 

fully understand the message given by the play. All the beneficiaries were satisfied with the 

education they have received until now. They were able to confirm that the women who leave the 

village to earn money are growing fewer, and those who stay in the village to receive an 

education are increasing in number. 
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EWB and APENF, who sharing the results of the village monitoring exercise 

 

On the next day, July 12, the EWB team visited Wan. Both the residents and, also the overall 

atmosphere were very lively. A school building and technology education building were well 

equipped when compared with other villages. Additionally, by sharing the systems of Wan village 

project, we were able to help create a public farm which cultivates the ability of local residents to 

work together. Through this, they are earning a profit for the entire village. In the interview, Benon, 

who is the village elder, said that he was thrilled at the prospect of one of his hopes coming and 

that he would become part of this wonderful process. In Burkina Faso, ‘family’ means literally the 

wish that to keep a deep connection. Both visitors and local residents, all hope for this. Through 

interviews, Wangara said he wants to become a literacy education teacher. He also noted that 

literacy education and technology gave many things to the village. Everyone was satisfied with 

this education, but because of a lack of cooperation from the men, the women are struggling to 

take part in their activities. Visitors could confirm that there is urgent need to fully support, those 

women, to improve the participation, the awareness and cooperation of men. 

 

In the village, the beneficiaries were satisfied with the benefits to their own lives from literacy 



 

education, technology education and the micro-credit program. They were especially, pleased with 

falling into a habit of entrepreneurial thinking and income creation. They also showed a desire to 

view education more widely and became interested in other classes, such as French class, farming, 

breeding technology etc. However, due to a lack of tools and technical support, they asked for 

more such support. 

 

On July 16, 17, the first half-year Joint Council of all the participating organizations and partners 

related to the GAPA Project was held. Village operators and APENF staff discussed the overall 

work such as the progress of literacy education and technology education, future projects and 

progress reports. They reported on the micro-credit program management and several 

requirements for Excel and PowerPoint education and talked about how to develop these 

programs. It was very useful to be informed about new policies and to share views freely on 

behalf of each village. 

 

During the rest of the visit, the visitors conducted some local work and engaged in an interim 

report work. Following this, they finished their business trip in Burkina Faso. This visit was a good 

chance to check on what is actually needed by hearing the direct voices of local residents and to 

confirm progress of projects in Burkina Faso and advance support for these operations. 

Additionally, through the Joint Council and discussions with local partners, EWB was able to 

conduct important work for the future and to give direction to our projects. By engaging in 

dialogue with local partners and capacity building education, we could more deeply understand 

ongoing progress of the project in local. It was a very meaningful visit to see the progress, 

direction and vision of our projects at close quarters. 

 


