
 

Every September 8th is ‘International Literacy Day’, an event which was promulgated by 

UNESCO in 1965. To commemorate this day, UNESCO has been awarding an International 

Literacy Prize to those individuals and organizations who have contributed to the eradication of 

illiteracy. 

 

Our government enacted the ‘UNESCO King Sejong Literacy Prize’ in 1989 to introduce the 

inventive spirit represented by the Hangeul alphabet created by King Sejong to the whole world 

and to contribute to the eradication of illiteracy. This prize has been awarded from 1990, and the 

Association for Promoting Non-Formal Education; APENF, in Burkina Faso and The Ministry of 

Education Ecuador were selected as this year’s winners. 

 

 

 

Participation in International Literacy Day in Dhaka, Bangladesh, 

Amado_Azim_Karbalyee, the deputy minister of education, being awarded the King Sejong 

Literacy Prize and Soojung Park, the cooperation project team manager of EWB 

APENF is a NGO which was established in 1997 and has been campaigning for the eradication of 

illiteracy for the destitute and poor in Burkina Faso. From 2009, they created the program 

‘Empowering women in poverty for self-sufficiency in Burkina Faso’ with EWB, Educators Without 

Borders. Through this program, which is offered in 5 native languages in 5 different regions, good 

work has been done for the health, sustainable economic development and education of the 

treated populations. EWB is working with Gwangmyeong City Lifelong Community Center, 

Gyeonggi-do and National Research Foundation of Korea; and the NRF as a business 

cooperation partner. This award of the UNESCO King Sejong Literacy Prize can be said represent 

a splendid feat of partnership, and was the first achievement as a domestic organization. Through 



 

this project, about 1,800 women benefitted from our efforts at eradicating poverty, the prevention 

of forest destruction and pollution control education. APENF was selected as this year’s winners, 

its work having been very highly commended.  

 

 

  

Amadou_Azim_Karbalyee, the deputy minister 

of education, who gave the award acceptance 

speech 

Yun-young Lee, Ambassador of the Republic  

of Korea in Bangladesh  

who delivered the opening address 

 

The Ministry of Education of Ecuador has started a ‘Basic Education Program for young people 

and adults’ for the benefit of native people from 2011. Not only do they receive education in 

reading and writing their native language but they also receive Global Civic Education, classes on 

public health, and basic nutrition education for children. Through this program, about 325,000 

people have benefitted from the training they have received. The Ministry of Education of Ecuador 

was selected as a winner, having been judged over their outstanding contributions. This example 

is a successful case of how a project which started at government level has contributed to 

eradicating illiteracy of those native people, especially women, who have long suffered from 

educational disadvantages. 

 

This year’s award ceremony of the UNESCO International Literacy prize was held at the 

‘International Conference on Women’s literacy and education’ in the Bangabandhu International 

Conference Center, Dhaka, Bangladesh on September 8th 2014. Not only was the Bangladeshi 

Prime Minister in attendance, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Minister of Education and various 

national ambassadors were also present. The Minister of Education of Ecuador and 

Amadou_Azim_Karbalyee, the deputy minister of education in place of Anatole, the president of 

APENF, who were absent due to personal reasons, all they enjoyed the honor of receiving the 

award during the ceremony. Soo-jung PARK, the manager of the Cooperation Project team of 

EWB, also attended.  


